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ABSTRAK 

 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kosakata siswa kelas VIII di SMPN 19 Palu. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan penelitian kualitatif deskriptif yang hasilnya ditabulasi dan 

dideskripsikan. Jumlah siswa sebanyak 23 siswa, berdasarkan hasil perhitungan diketahui 

bahwa nilai tujuh siswa termasuk dalam kategori sangat baik (30.43%) karena siswa 

tersebut memperoleh nilai akhir berkisar 95-100; nilai enam siswa termasuk dalam 

kategori sangat baik (26.09%) karena nilai akhir mereka berkisar 91-94; nilai lima siswa 

termasuk dalam kategori baik (21.74%) karena siswa tersebut memperoleh skor akhir 

berkisar 81-90; tiga siswa termasuk dalam kategori cukup (13.04%) karena memperoleh 

nilai akhir berkisar antara 75-80, dan dua siswa termasuk dalam kategori kurang baik 

(8.70%) karena memperoleh nilai akhir berkisar antara 40-74 atau dibawah nilai standar. 

Kesimpulannya, kosakata siswa (88.04) termasuk dalam kategori baik. Sebagian besar 

siswa memiliki kosakata yang cukup saat mengikuti tes. Di sisi lain, ada juga beberapa 

siswa yang masih kurang kosakata. Hal ini disebabkan kurangnya motivasi dalam belajar 

bahasa inggris. 

 

Kata kunci: Mengidentifikasi, Kosakata 

 

ABSTRACT 

 
The objective of this research aims at finding out the students’ vocabulary at the grade VIII 

grade of SMPN 19 Palu. This research was conducted through a quantitative research 

design in which the results were tabulated and described. Total students were 23, based on 

the calculation, it is found that seven students’ score belong to the excellent category 

(30.43%) as the student obtained final scores ranges in 95-100; six students’ scores belong 

to the very good category (26.09%) as their final scores ranges in 91-94; five students’ 

scores belong to the good category (21.74%) as these students obtained final scores ranges 

in 81-90; three students belong to the fair category (13.04%) because they obtained final 

scores ranges in 75-80, and two students belong to the poor category (8.70%) because they 

obtained final scores ranges in 40-74 or below the passing grade. In conclusion, the 

students’ vocabulary (88.04) falls into good category. Most of the students have sufficient 

vocabulary when taking the test. On the other hand, there are also some students still lack 

of vocabulary. This was due to lack of motivation in learning English.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Being fluent in English means a person are skilled in listening, reading, speaking 

and writing. Meanwhile, to complement those skills, three componenets (vocabulary, 

grammar and pronunciation) are also obligatory to be possessed. Vocabulary can be 

perceived as the starting point of acquiring fluency of a language. It is a list or a set of 

words. Even though we understand all the English grammatical rules, it would be 

pointless without knowledge of words. Further, the bigger the amount of vocabularies 

owned by a person, the freer he or she can speak, write, read or listen. 

Vocabulary is one of language components in English, plays an important role in 

students’ English learning itself. This is since it covers all aspects including the four 

skills (writing, reading, speaking and listening) related to the process of teaching and 

learning in the classroom. Nevertheless, it usually gets less attention from teachers of 

English because they think that vocabulary could be learned through experience. When 

learning vocabulary, the learners will get some difficulties, especially in remembering 

all vocabulary items that they have obtained at school because the safe capacity on 

average human brain. Tarigan (1987) also provides an explanation regarding to 

vocabulary mastery that the quality of one’s language skill depends on the quality and 

the quantity of the vocabulary itself. In brief, the researcher can point out that the more 

students master the vocabulary; the better they use their language skill. 

Vocabulary learning takes a lot of time. Even though it needs a lot of time to 

study vocabulary, it still could be reached by providing some exercises to the learners 

and asking them to use every new vocabulary item that they have got in their daily 

activities like writing a letter or reading some sophisticated materials (novel, short story 

and newspaper). The reason why they have to use it repeatedly is because when they 

forget about the vocabulary  item they’ve  learned,  they  are  able  to recall  it  by  

rewriting  another interesting thing. 

The very basic argument why the researcher is interested in this component is 

that students have some difficulties in learning English vocabulary. As you could see 

that there are lots of ranges in English vocabulary items that will make some difficulties 

for the students to master. The other reason is that there is a lack of attention from 

teachers of English in teaching vocabulary. On the one hand, most of teachers of 

English only pay attention on teaching grammar rather than on teaching vocabulary. 
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Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in identifying students’ 

Vocabulary. The subject of this study was VIII grade students at SMPN 19 Palu. 

Several studies have been conducted previously regarding the students’ 

vocabulary. The first study that has relation to this current study was conducted by 

Hasanah (2018) entitled “Analyze Students’ Vocabulary Mastery at the Second Grade 

of MTs-TI Batu Belah in Academic Year 2016/2017.” The purpose of this study was to 

describe how the students’ vocabulary mastery. The result of the data showed that the 

students have fair vocabulary. The second was conducted by Mutmainah (2021). The 

purpose of this study aims to find out the level of students vocabulary level of students 

in grade X of SMA Labschool Untad Palu. Based on calculation, most students have 

sufficient vocabulary. Considering this, the researcher then formulates the research 

questions as follow: “How is the vocabulary of grade VIII students at SMPN 19 Palu?” 

METHOD  

This research used a quantitative research design. It is intended to identify a 

particular phenomenon (Ary, et al., 2010) and also provide the results in numbers. They 

also add that there are two reasons of using this research design. They are, first, the 

percentages of reported research studies are descriptive in nature. Second, when the 

researcher cannot get access to primary data source freely, then the descriptive method 

that is useful for investigating a variety of educational problems is used. 

The sample of this study was taken by using convenience sampling technique. A 

convenience sampling is a sampling procedure to select a sample of people or units that 

are easiest encountered or in access (Creswell;9). The researcher used convenience 

sampling technique because it allows the researcher in conveniently exploring the 

subject or social situation under the study. Also allows the researcher to choose each 

student from the three classes that are accessible to be the respondent of this research. 

Arikunto (2006) states that sample of a research is at least 10, 20, 25, 40, 50 or 100% of 

the total population. By that researcher chose conveniently 23 students or 25% of 

population to be the sample. 

 The researcher used a test as the instrument to find out students’ vocabulary. The 

multiple choice test consisted of 12 items. Every correct answer of the students was 

scored one point and every incorrect answer was scored zero point. The data gained 

from the multiple choices tests was procced, computed, and analyzed by using 
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descriptive statistic. In order to calculate the results of it, the researcher used a mean 

score analysis and the collect data was coded according to the first research question of 

this study. The researcher computed the score by several steps. First, the researcher 

computed the individual score by using the formula below. 

ΣX  =
𝑂𝑏𝑡𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑒𝑑𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒

𝑀𝑎𝑥𝑖𝑚𝑢𝑚𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒
 x 100 

The data obtained in this research was analyzed descriptively and statistically in 

which the result of the test was described and tabulated. The researcher then classified 

the vocabulary of the students using the following criteria adapted from Margono et al 

(2013), Arikunto (2009), and Depdikbud (2017) as follows: 

Table 1 Classification of the Vocabulary 

No. Score Category Qualification 

1. 95-100 Excellent Successful 

2. 91-94 Very Good Successful 

3. 81-90 Good Successful 

4. 75-80 Fair Successful 

5. 40-74 Poor Failed 

6. 0-39 Very Poor Failed 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

FINDINGS 

The result of students’ vocabulary can be seen in the table below: 

Table 2 Students’ Score on the Vocabulary Test 

No. Initial 
Multiple Choice 

(0-12) 

Final Score 

(0-100) 

1. MI 12 100 

2. NS 10 83.33 

3. SHR 12 100 

4. MF 9 75 

5. NH 11 91.67 

6. FVT 10 83.33 

7. DA 9 75 
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8. AR 10 83.33 

9. NS 12 100 

10. AK 12 100 

11. FF 11 91.67 

12. DN 10 83.33 

13. MR 9 75 

14. AF 11 91.67 

15. L 11 91.67 

16. RL 12 100 

17. AP 8 66.67 

18. A 10 83.33 

19. AA 11 91.67 

20. ANF 12 100 

21. AS 8 66.67 

22. SR 12 100 

23. NHIS 11 91.67 

Total score                                   2025.01 

Average                                         88.04 

 

In result of multiple choices test are provided in Table 2, the highest point 

obtained by the students on the multiple choice test is 12 and the lowest one is 8. Then, 

in order to obtain the final score, the students’ obtained score is divided by the 

maximum score (12) and timed by a hundred. 

Moreover, as the passing grade of the scores is ≥75.00, the scores which are 

below the passing grade are categorized as errors. In this case, if the students obtain ≥9 

points on the multiple choice test then the students are categorized as successful. On the 

other hand, if the students obtain ≤8 points, the students are categorized as making 

errors on the multiple choice test. Based on the result it is found that there are 2 students 

who obtained ≤8 points on the multiple choice test. These students are: AP= 8 points; 

and AS= 8 points. As the explanations for the percentages of errors provided, the 

researcher classified the students’ levels of vocabulary in Table 3. 

 



Identifying Vocabulary of Grade VIII Students at SMPN 19 Palu | 53 

 

 

Table 3 Classification of Students’ Vocabulary 

No. Initial 
Multiple Choice 

(0-12) 

Final Score 

(0-100) 
Category Qualification 

1. MI 12 100 Excellent Successful 

2. NS 10 83.33 Good Successful 

3. SHR 12 100 Excellent Successful 

4. MF 9 75 Fair Successful 

5. NH 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

6. FVT 10 83.33 Good Successful 

7. DA 9 75 Fair Successful 

8. AR 10 83.33 Good Successful 

9. NS 12 100 Excellent Successful 

10. AK 12 100 Excellent Successful 

11. FF 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

12. DN 10 83.33 Good Successful 

13. MR 9 75 Fair Successful 

14. AF 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

15. L 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

16. RL 12 100 Excellent Successful 

17. AP 8 66.67 Poor Failed 

18. A 10 83.33 Good Successful 

19. AA 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

20. ANF 12 100 Excellent Successful 

21. AS 8 66.67 Poor Failed 

22. SR 12 100 Excellent Successful 

23. NHIS 11 91.67 Very Good Successful 

Total score                                       2025.01           Good          Successful 

Average                                              88.04 

 

DISCUSSION 

The result of multiple choices has been elaborated. Additionally, referring to 

Table 4.3, the highest score achieved by the students is 100 and the lowest score 
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obtained by the students is 66.67. As the passing grade is ≥75, there are 21 students that 

passed the test. Moreover, there are 2 students (8.70%) belong to poor category. In 

conclusion, 21 students are qualified successful and 2 others are qualified failed. 

The aim of this research is to identify vocabulary of grade VIII students at 

SMPN 19 Palu. Then, depending on the data analysis results, it was found that most 

students’ scores are above the passing grade in which it represents 91.3% (21 students) 

of the samples. It can be concluded that most of the students have sufficient vocabulary. 

However, some students obtained 40-74 score in their final score which is belongs to 

poor category. 

The role of vocabulary in learning foreign language is invitable. Sufficient 

vocabulary will totally help the students in learning English. To overcome that problem, 

it is important for the students to expand their vocabulary. The students can apply some 

fun strategies to help them learning vocabulary. Memorize a new word in a day is a 

good starting point for the students to increase their vocabulary. They can also set their 

goals on vocabulary learning on how many words they should be able to memorize in a 

day or a week. They can also try to memorize vocabulary in sentences or phrases. 

With the students’ scores obtained and the problem identified, the researcher 

then correlates the findings to the previous ones conducted by Hasanah (2018) and 

Mutmainah (2021). The study by Hasanah (2018) found that the average of the students 

achievement in vocabulary is 77 or fair category. Furthermore, the students’ responses 

showed that 65% of the students are interested in learning English. On the other hand, 

35% students are not interested in learning English. The second study by Mutmainah 

(2021) found that the students vocabulary mastery is affected by the lack of 

understanding and knowledge of the background. Moreover, level of vocabulary of the 

students is in good category because majority of the students obtained scores in the 

good category of range 81-90. 

CONCLUSION 

As the analysis completed, it was implied that the students’ vocabulary level is 

in good category (88.04) or successful. Most students have sufficient vocabulary based 

on the test. On the other hand, there are also some students who still lack of vocabulary. 

The solutions fot the students who did not succeed in the test is that to practice 
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vocabulary more often. It can be concluded that most of the students have sufficient 

vocabulary. 
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