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ABSTRACT . 

This research was conducted at grade eighth students of SMP Negeri 14 Palu in the 
teaching and learning process. This research aims to improve students' reading 
comprehension by using the Story Pyramid Strategy. The population in this research was 
grade eighth students of SMP Negeri 14 Palu. This research employs purposive sampling 
to select the sample. This research applies a quasi-experimental research design non-
equivalent control group design, which consists of two groups: experimental and control 
group. The description of the data collected through the pre-test and post-test. The 
students’ scores after presenting the material using Story Pyramid Strategy in reading 
comprehension were better than before the treatment was given to the student . This 
strategy can be a learning media applied by teachers in the teaching and learning process 
as an effective strategy to improve students’ reading comprehension because the use of 
Story Pyramid Strategy makes it easier for students to understand the content of the story. 
The result of the data analysis is that t-count was higher than t-table. From these results, 
the researcher found there is a significant difference between the pre-test and post-test 
result. This means that the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis 
(H1) is accepted. This is proven by the improvement of students reading comprehension 
after  being given treatment using story pyramid strategy. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In learning English there are four basic skills that must be learned, namely listening, 

writing, speaking, and reading. According to Nunan (2003), reading is a set of skills that involves 

making sense of deriving meaning from the printed word. Reading is an interactive process used 

by the reader to identify and make meaning from a written text conveyed by the author. It is also 

a major pillar upon which the teaching and learning process is built. Reading ability plays a central 

role in teaching and learning success in all education stages as most of the materials for teaching 

and learning are in written form. It means that the students need to improve their reading skills in 

order to understand the teaching and learning materials. The students will fail the reading lesson 

if they cannot read and understand the main idea of the reading.  

Reading ability is very important for the students because the success of students in 

studying depends on the greater part of their ability to read, especially Indonesian students. In 

Junior High School, Reading is a practice in the learning process based on the English text book. 

Based on curriculum 2013, one of the targets for junior high school level is students are expecting 

to comprehend various types of text, such as narrative, procedure descriptive and recount text. 

In this research, the researcher focuses on narrative text. The instructional objectives of teaching 

reading narrative text are to get general information, orientation, complication, resolution and 

coda of the text and to get the detailed information; the character, setting, and events. 

Based on the observation in SMP Negeri 14 Palu, the researcher noted that the students 

face some problems in their reading ability. The students were difficult to comprehend the text 

well. They get difficulty to find the main idea of the text and one of those was a lack of vocabulary. 

Furthermore, they confuse to recognize or identify the meaning of English words in a text.  

Based on the problem, the researcher was applying story pyramid strategy to teach 

reading. Story pyramid is one of the strategies to comprehend the text. According to Macon, et al 

(1991) Story pyramid helps students pinpoint highlight of a story and describe the important parts 

of using a limited number of words, such as the character, the setting, and the events in the plot 

and the result of using pyramid strategy in teaching reading show that the pyramid strategy 

provides students with an interesting, challenging and enjoyable atmosphere in classroom 

activities and also contributes to absorb materials more easily. 

One of the goals of teaching English to grade eight students is to enable them to read 

and comprehend various text. There were some problems faced by students in reading. Based 

on the background, one of the problems that researcher found was lack of vocabulary. The 

students did not comprehend the reading text. Also, it made the students unable to answer the 

comprehension question correctly. The researcher formulate a research question as follow; 

Can the use of pyramid story strategy improve the reading comprehension of grade eight 

students at SMP Negeri 14 Palu? 

METHOD 
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The researcher used quasi-experimental research design – non-equivalent control group 

design – which consist of two groups; experimental and control group. Both groups were given 

pre-test and post-test. However, only the experimental group received the treatment used story 

pyramid strategy while the control group was taught using conventional method. The researcher 

started the class by explaining narrative text and its components. Moreover the the researcher 

employed Purposive sampling to select the sample. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

RESULT 

In this chapter the researcher explains the data from the research conducted. Data 

collection in this research began on January 30, 2023 until February 15, 2023. The research 

instrument in this research is a test consisting of a pre-test and post-test. 

Table 1- The Pre-test Result of Experimental Group 

No Initials Maximum Score Individual Score Total Score  

1.  AH 35 11 31,42 

2.  ANKP 35 13 37,14 

3.  AK 35 11 31,42 

4.  AAZ 35 13 37,14 

5.  AR 35 25 71,42 

6.  AA 35 20 57,14 

7.  C 35 18 51,42 

8.  CCS 35 18 51,42 

9.  F 35 14 40,00 

10.  FS 35 14 40,00 

11.  FAN 35 18 51,42 

12.  FF 35 17 48,57 

13.  MA 35 25 71,42 

14.  MDP 35 15 42,85 

15.  MD 35 23 65,71 

16.  NI 35 15 42,85 

17.  RRA 35 24 68,57 

18.  R 35 17 48,57 

19.  RS 35 25 71,42 

20.  SNNS 35 19 54,28 

21.  UB 35 17 48,57 

22.  WAP 35 23 65,71 

23.  WDD 35 25 71,42 

24.  ZPK 35 15 42,85 

TOTAL  1242,45 

MEAN SCORE  51,76 

After getting the individual scores of the experimental group students, the researcher calculates 

the mean score by using a formula by Arikunto: 
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M = 
∑Х

𝑁
 

Where : M = the mean of the score 

  ∑x= the sum of the score 

 n = number of students 

 

M =
1237,00

24
 

M = 51,76 

Table 2-The Result of Pre-Test Control Group 
 

No Initials Maximum Score Individual Score Total Score 

1.  AK 35 10 28,57 

2.  AC 35 11 31,42 

3.  AY 35 18 51,42 

4.  AS 35 16 45,71 

5.  ANM 35 26 74,28 

6.  A 35 17 48,57 

7.  ACFP 35 8 22,85 

8.  A 35 7 20,00 

9.  DR 35 11 31,42 

10.  F 35 11 31,42 

11.  FBKQ 35 11 31,42 

12.  FAS 35 8 22,85 

13.  FN 35 15 42,85 

14.  JR 35 24 68,57 

15.  KR 35 9 25,71 

16.  MA 35 14 40,00 

17.  M 35 17 48,57 

18.  MF 35 14 40,00 

19.  MI 35 12 34,28 

20.  MK 35 8 22,85 

21.  N 35 12 34,28 

22.  SN 35 10 28,57 

23.  SCR 35 14 40,00 

24.  ZAR 35 8 22,85 

TOTAL  887,08 

MEAN SCORE  36,96 

M = 
∑Х

𝑁
 

Where :M = the mean of the score 

  ∑x= the sum of the score 
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 n = number of students 

 

M =
887,08

24
 

M = 36,96 

Table 3- The Result of Post-Test Experimental Group 

No Initials Maximum Score Individual Score Total Score  

1.  AH 35 33 94,28 

2.  ANKP 35 32 91,42 

3.  AK 35 30 85,71 

4.  AAZ 35 30 85,71 

5.  AR 35 33 94,28 

6.  AA 35 32 91,42 

7.  C 35 32 91,42 

8.  CCS 35 29 82,85 

9.  F 35 31 88,57 

10.  FS 35 32 91,42 

11.  FAN 35 32 91,42 

12.  FF 35 28 80,00 

13.  MA 35 28 80,00 

14.  MDP 35 29 82,85 

15.  MD 35 31 88,57 

16.  NI 35 30 85,71 
17.  RRA 35 29 82,85 

18.  R 35 31 88,57 

19.  RS 35 34 97,14 

20.  SNNS 35 31 88,57 

21.  UB 35 29 82,85 

22.  WAP 35 31 88,57 

23.  WDD 35 34 97,14 

24.  ZPK 35 32 91,42 

TOTAL  2122,74 

MEAN SCORE  88,44 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that the lowest score is 80 and the highest score 

is 97. Then, the raw of all scores is 2122,74 with the number of subjects is 24. In addition, after 

analyzing the students’ scores, the researcher continued to count the mean score of post-test the 

experimental class by addicting the raw of all scores and dividing with the number of subjects by 

using the formula by Arikunto: 

M = 
∑Х

𝑁
 

Where: M = the mean of the score 
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 ∑x= the sum of the score 

 n = number of students 

M = 
2122,74

24
 

M = 88,44 

Table 4 The Result of Post-Test Control Group 

No Initials Maximum Score Individual Score Total Score 

1.  AK 35 10 28,57 

2.  AC 35 15 42,85 

3.  AY 35 29 82,85 

4.  AS 35 16 45,71 

5.  ANM 35 26 74,28 

6.  A 35 24 68,57 

7.  ACFP 35 9 25,71 

8.  A 35 26 74,28 

9.  DR 35 30 85,71 

10.  F 35 12 34,28 

11.  FBKQ 35 18 51,42 

12.  FAS 35 18 51,42 

13.  FN 35 15 42,85 

14.  JR 35 28 80,00 

15.  KR 35 27 77,14 

16.  MA 35 29 82,85 

17.  M 35 17 48,57 

18.  MF 35 14 40,00 

19.  MI 35 12 34,28 

20.  MK 35 9 25,71 

21.  N 35 14 40,00 

22.  SN 35 13 37,14 

23.  SCR 35 14 40,00 

24.  ZAR 35 30 85,71 

TOTAL  1249,9 

MEAN SCORE  52,07 

Based on the table 4.4, it can be seen that the lowest score is 25,71 and the highest score 

is 85,71. Then, the raw of all scores is 1249,9 with the number of subjects is 24. 

In addition, after analyzing the students’ individual score, the researcher continued to 

count the mean score of control class by adding the raw of all score and dividing with the number 

of subjects by using the formula proposed by Arikunto, which can be seen as follow: 

M =  
∑𝑋

𝑁
 

Where:  

 M: mean score  

∑X: total of the individual score  

N: total of students 
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M =  
 1249,9

24
 

M = 52,07 

DISCUSSION 

The description of the data collected through the pre-test and post-test as explained in 

the previous section shows that students' reading comprehension has improved. This is 

supported by the frequency and percentage of students' pre-test and post-test results. The 

students' scores after presenting the material using Story Pyramid Strategy in reading 

comprehension were better than before the treatment was given to the students.  

Before giving treatment, the researcher conducted a pre-test. The description of the data 

collected in the pre-test shows that the student's reading comprehension is poor. The students 

find it difficult to find the main idea of the text, lack of vocabulary, difficult to understand the 

contents of the text and answer the reading test. Students have problems with the difficulty level 

and organization of the text. This influences students to choose important points and interpret 

information and ideas, then students also have difficulty drawing conclusions and judgments 

about these parts.  

However, the post-test showed significant changes. In the experimental group, 24 

students passed, while in the control group, there were 9 students who passed and 15 students 

who failed. This shows that in the post-test, the number of students in the experimental group 

was more successful in achieving a passing grade than students in the control group.  

Students' reading comprehension can improve significantly because the use of Story 

Pyramid Strategy makes it easier for students to understand the content of the news. During 

treatment, researchers provide several methods to students. The researchers teach several 

reading techniques to students according to procedure of the story pyramid: identify the main 

character using one word, describe the main character using two words, describe the setting 

using three words, describe the problem or conflict using four words, describe an event near the 

beginning of the story using five words, describe an event in the middle of the story using six 

words, describe an event near the end of the story using seven words and describe the solution 

or conclusion in eight words. They are taught how to answer questions quickly, understand the 

questions given and be able to answer carefully even using a dictionary and so on. When students 

are asked to read a text, the researcher asks them questions apply the techniques that have been 

taught. They always try to understand information such as main ideas and the meaning of new 

vocabulary. 

The findings of this research are similar to previous research conducted by first, 

Rahmayuni (2020). Story pyramid is one of the suitable strategies to teach reading 

comprehension. Story pyramid is one of the strategies to help the students comprehend the text. 

Second, Nurchurifiani (2018). The strategy helps students to comprehend the text. This strategy 

is used after reading activity. From there using Story Pyramid Strategy can improve students' 

reading comprehension and help students solve problems.  
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The researcher suggests that this occurs due to the effects of treatment. At the beginning 

of implementing of Story Pyramid Strategy. The population in this research are the problem of 

lack of vocabulary, lack of students' understanding of reading was raised, and students felt 

difficulty in summarizing the text or story, which made students not being able to take information 

from the reading. However, the intensity of the use of story pyramid strategy at the fifth and sixth 

meetings showed that students experienced significant changes. The results of their worksheet 

showed that they were successful. They can also easily understand the context of the reading 

and can answer questions in a reading, and students look interested and enjoy doing the activity. 

Macon, et al (1991) said using pyramid strategy in teaching reading show that the pyramid 

strategy provides students with an interesting, challenging and enjoyable atmosphere in 

classroom activities and also contributes to absorb materials more easily. Therefore, this proves 

that the treatment carried out by researchers in the experimental group was successful in that it 

made it easier for students to understand reading and could be said to have improved compared 

to when they did not receive treatment. 

  

CONCLUSION 

This research was conducted at grade eight students of SMP Negeri 14 Palu in teaching 

and learning process. The researcher guided the students to apply the pyramid story strategy to 

help them comprehend the text given in English reading lesson. The material for the teaching and 

learning process was in form of narrative text. The material was taken from students’ books and 

other sources relevant to the English curriculum of Junior High School. This research focuses on 

improving students’ literal reading comprehension, direct comprehension of the meaning 

contained in each text, including the vocabulary employed and the location, time, and place 

settings. The text makes the facts very apparent of narrative text, like legend, fables, and fairy 

tales.  

There was some problems faced by students in reading one of the problems that 

researcher found was lack of vocabulary. The students did not comprehend the reading text. Also, 

it made the students unable to answer the comprehension question correctly. The researcher 

formulate a research as can the use of story pyramid strategy improve the reading comprehension 

of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 14 Palu? 

The use of story pyramid strategy is effective in improving students' reading 

comprehension at SMP Negeri 14 Palu. It can be seen from the results of data analysis that the 

result post-test score of the experimental group is higher than the average post-test score of the 

control group. The average post-test score for the experimental group also experienced a 

significant change from the average pre-test score. Apart from that, it can also be proven by 

looking at the t-count value which is greater than the t-table value. This means that the 

researcher's hypothesis in this research was accepted. 

 



Widyawati Herman, Aminah, Anjar Kusuma Dewi 

Using Story Pyramid Strategy to Improve Reading Comprehension of The Eight Grade Students of 

SMP Negeri 14 Palu  

 

953 |ELTS | Vol. 13  No. 01 | January-April 2025 | 945-955 

 

 

REFERENCES 

Afifah, L., & Sopiany, H. M. (2017). An Analysis on the Students’ Ability in Writing 

Narrative Text at Grade IX MTs Ali Imron Medan. 87(1,2), 149-200. 

Arikunto, S. (2006). Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Model Praktik. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara. 

Boling, C. J., & Evans, W. H. (2008). Reading Success in the Secondary Classroom. 

Preventing School Failure: Alternative Education for Children and Youth, 52(2), 

59–66. https://doi.org/10.3200/psfl.52.2.59-66 

Dalimunthe, A. (2018). Improving Students’ Ability in Reading Comprehension on 

Narrative Text by Using Story Pyramid Strategy at SMA Citra Harapan. 

Dwigustini, R., & Widiya, J. (2020). Think Pair Share Technique to Promote Students’ 

Reading Comprehension. Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan (JIP) STKIP Kusuma Negara, 

12(1), 25–34. https://doi.org/10.37640/jip.v12i1.270 

Erler, L. (2012). Teaching and Researching Reading. System, 40(3), 437–438. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2012.06.004 

Fourth, T. H. E., & Education, O. N. (2016). 4 icel. May. 

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How To Design And Evaluate 

Research In Education (B. Mejia (ed.)). The McGraw-Hill companies. 

Gustina, & Syarif, H. (2021). Using Graphic Organizers to Improve Students’ Reading 

Comprehension at Grade XI of SMAN 3 Lubuk Basung. Proceedings of the Ninth 

International Conference on Language and Arts (ICLA 2020), 539(Icla 2020), 83–

88. https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.210325.016 

Kamagi, S. (2020). A Study on Students’ Ability in Literal and Inferential 

Comprehension of English Texts. Journal of International Conference Proceedings, 

3(2), 140–144. https://doi.org/10.32535/jicp.v0i0.913 

Khoirunnisa, A. (2019). Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending Narrative text. TELL: 

Teaching of English Language and Literature Journal, 7(2), 65–74. 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.30651/tell.v7i2.3441 

Kurniati. (2021). The Analysis of Students' Ability in Using Critical Reading Strategy on 

Reading Comprehension (A Descriptive Study at the Eleventh Grade Students of 

Madrasah Aliyah Bontomarannu). Muhammadiyah, Education. 



Widyawati Herman, Aminah, Anjar Kusuma Dewi 

Using Story Pyramid Strategy to Improve Reading Comprehension of The Eight Grade Students of 

SMP Negeri 14 Palu  

 

954 |ELTS | Vol. 13  No. 01 | January-April 2025 | 945-955 

 

 

Macon, J. M. (1991). Bio-pyramid. In J. M. Macon, D. Bewell, & M. E. Vogt (Eds). 

Response to literature: Grades K-8 (pp. 23-24). Newark, DE: International Reading 

Association 

Ngabut, M. N. (2015). Reading Theories and Reading Comprehension. Journal on 

English as a Foreign Language, 5(1), 25. https://doi.org/10.23971/jefl.v5i1.89 

Nunan, D (1992). Research Method in Language Learning. Studies in Second Language 

Acquisition, 16(1), 109-110. doi:10.1017/S0272263100012687 

Nurchurifiani, E. (2018). The Influence of Story Pyramid Strategy Towardsstudents’ 

Reading Ability of Narrative Text. English Education: Jurnal Tadris Bahasa 

Inggris, 11(1), 23. https://ejournal.radenintan.ac.id/index.php/ENGEDU 

Rahmawati, E. (2020). ‘Story Pyramid’: an Inovation of English Teaching Strategy in 

Promoting Students’ Reading Skill. Ijlecr - International Journal of Language 

Education and Culture Review, 6(2), 97–103. 

https://doi.org/10.21009/ijlecr.062.12 

Rahmayuni, L. (2022). The Effect of Using Story Pyramid Strategy Toward Students’ 

Reading Comprehension. Modality Journal: International Journal of Linguistics 

and Literature, 2(1), 84. https://doi.org/10.30983/mj.v2i1.5091 

RAND Reading Study Group. (2002). Reading for Understanding Toward an R & D 

Program in Reading Comprehension. Office of Educational Research and 

Improvement, January 2002, 1–156. 

http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1465/ 

Setiadi, M. A. (2015). Improving the Students Reading Comprehension Through Mix 

Freeze Group Strategy. Exposure : Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Dan Sastra Inggris, 

4(1), 118. https://doi.org/10.26618/ejpbi.v4i1.915 

Sigalingging, S. M. (2017). Teaching Reading Comprehension of Narrative. 6(GENRE 

Journal of Applied Linguistics), 1–15. 

Susilowati, C. (2019). The Effectiveness of Story Pyramid Strategy on Students ’ Reading 

Comprehension Faculty of Educational Sciences. 

Widya, V., & Swondo, A. P. (2021). The Effect of Comic Strips on Students’ Writing 

Skill in Narrative Text Pengaruh Komik Strip Terhadap Kemampuan Menulis Siswa 

dalam Teks Naratif. 54. MELT Journal, 6(1), 54–65. 

Yulida, A. N. (2022). Modified Story Pyramid Strategy to Improve Students ’ Reading 



Widyawati Herman, Aminah, Anjar Kusuma Dewi 

Using Story Pyramid Strategy to Improve Reading Comprehension of The Eight Grade Students of 

SMP Negeri 14 Palu  

 

955 |ELTS | Vol. 13  No. 01 | January-April 2025 | 945-955 

 

 

Comprehension. Research & Method in Education, 12(3), 31–36. 

https://doi.org/10.9790/7388-1203013136 

 


